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Welcome to the July Issue
“Weathering the Storm”

Hurricane Preparedness & Recovery Conference

The International Marina Institute (IMI), a subsidiary of the Association of Ma-
rina Industries (AMI), is offering a one-day Hurricane Preparedness and Recovery 
Conference on Monday, October 29, 2018 in Miami, Florida. This conference will 
be followed by a one-day Marina & Boatyard Study Tour on October 30, 2018 in 
the Miami area.

After the impact of last year’s hurricane season, and with an eye on future tropical storms and hurricanes, IMI 
saw an opportunity to further educate industry professionals in the latest hurricane preparedness and recovery 
tactics, said IMI Training Coordinator, Merritt Alves. “Weathering the Storm” is a practical conference designed 
to prepare marinas for the forces of a hurricane or severe storm and to supply critical information on the suc-
cess of the marina’s recovery. IMI has gathered 10 experts in the industry to share their knowledge and experi-
ence for this one-day conference.

The day after the conference, IMI will take marina professionals on a one-day Marina and Boatyard Study Tour 
in and around the Miami area. Facilities toured will have had varying degrees of impact from last year’s Hurri-
cane Irma. Listen as marina managers from each facility share their experiences in dealing with Hurricane Irma 
— what worked, what didn’t, and what they would do differently next time.

Leading into the “Weathering the Storm” Conference and the Marina & Boatyard Study Tour, IMI will host a 
three-month webinar series on hurricane-related topics, including hurricane forecasting and the tools you can 
use, what contributed to the success of the Southeast Florida marinas during Hurricane Irma, and essentials 
to include in your Hurricane recovery plan. These webinars will be held the first Wednesday of each month, 
beginning on August 1, 2018 at noon EST. These webinars are free to conference attendees.

The “Weathering the Storm” Conference fee includes a one-night hotel stay, an opening reception the evening 
before the conference, and breakfast and lunch the day of the conference. The AMI member rate is $575 and 
the non-member rate is $675.

The Marina & Boatyard Study Tour fee includes a one-night hotel stay, transportation for the day-long tour, 
and breakfast and lunch the day of the tour. The AMI member rate is $799 and the non-member rate is $899.

Register for both events and receive a $100 discount — $1,274 for members; 1,474 for non-members.

For more information about the conference, study tour, or upcoming webinars, visit www.marinaassociation.
org and click on the events or training tabs. You can also email malves@marinaassociation.org or call 401-247-
0314.

Industry News

http://www.marinaassociation.org/
http://www.marinaassociation.org/
mailto:malves@marinaassociation.org
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Connecticut Dealers Benefiting from 
Sales Tax Reduction

Source: Trade Only Today

Dealers are reporting brisk sales in Connecticut after 
the state reduced the sales tax on boat, engine and 
trailer purchases from 6.35 percent to 2.99 percent. 
The move puts Connecticut among other states in 
the Northeast that have reduced taxes on boats.

“Boating in Connecticut has become more afford-
able with the passage of this bill, and it couldn’t have 
come at a better time for Connecticut marinas and 
dealers, who have been losing customers and jobs 
to neighboring states,” Kathleen Burns, Connecticut 
Marine Trades Association executive director, said in 
a statement.

Social media outlets were buzzing with comments 
from dealers and others.

“The buying activity that is taking place right now is 
amazing,” said Don MacKenzie, Boats Inc. vice pres-
ident and general manager, two days after the bill 
went into effect. “The success of the new lower tax 
rate has been a bit overwhelming.”

“With the new tax rate, we are back to being competitive 
with boat dealers in our surrounding states,” said Candle-
wood East Marina vice president Mitch O’Hara Jr.” We are 
looking forward to finishing out the season strong.”

Burns said the tax reduction will help re-create marine 
trade jobs that were lost in Connecticut. “When our tax 
rate was above 6 percent and higher than every other 
state on the East Coast without a cap, about 40 per-
cent of our boat sales left the state, taking with them 
their service work, slip, mooring and storage,” she said.

“The calculations show that for every 16 Connecticut 
boat registrations lost, the equivalent of one full-time 
job in the marine trades is also lost, and the decline 
has been impactful,” Burns added.

The cut reduces the sales tax by 53 percent, with sav-
ings of around $1,000 per $30,000 purchased. The Industry News continued on Page 5

Industry News
reduction helps Connecticut be more competitive 
with neighboring states, such as Rhode Island, New 
Hampshire, and New York.

“We are pleased to be able to welcome back boaters 
who may have left the state in recent years, as well as 
encourage new boaters to experience our waterways 
for the first time,” said Burns.

Bob Petzold of Petzold’s Marine Center in Portland, 
Conn., said a customer walked into the dealership and 
said the tax cut changed his mind about buying a boat.

“We have been buying inventory from other dealers 
and went to Virginia and Maine to pick up boats” to 
keep up with demand, Petzold said.

The National Marine Manufacturers Association re-
ports that in 2016 there were 93,364 registered boats 
in Connecticut, with $157.7 million in sales of new 
boats, engines and accessories.

Decreased Lake Levels Mean Increased 
Marina Business

By Crystal Blair, OzarksFirst.com

With lower lake levels in the Ozarks, local marina 
owners are welcoming a higher number of visitors. 
Marinas on Bull Shoals Lake were hit especially hard 
when waters rose. 

“Well we had a great response compared to last year 
at this time,” said Scott Hansen, owner of K-Dock Ma-
rina near Kirbyville.

“We finally got the boat launches back to where peo-
ple can access Bull Shoals now,” Hansen said, “So this 
right now..the lake is just at a great level for all types 
of water sports...fishing recreation everything right 
now. So, we’re very happy this year.”
 
“We’ve got the public launching ramp it’s uncovered 
now, said Jacob Grovero, owner of “38 Paddle Co.” on 
K-Dock, “It’s been covered up for most of the spring...
summer now. So that definitely increases the boat 
traffic on the lake.”

https://www.tradeonlytoday.com/industry-news/connecticut-dealers-benefitting-from-sales-tax-reduction?utm_source=trade-enewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=textlink&utm_campaign=enewsletter
https://images.saymedia-content.com/.image/cs_srgb/MTU2OTgzMzgzNjE0ODI1Njcx/ct-tax.pdf
https://images.saymedia-content.com/.image/cs_srgb/MTU2OTgzMzgzNjE0ODI1Njcx/ct-tax.pdf
https://www.ozarksfirst.com/news/decreased-lake-levels-mean-increased-marina-business/1285627185
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Industry News continued from Page 3

For Hansen, the increase in business gave him even 
more reason to celebrate on the 4th of July.

“With the water levels down the way they were..we 
had almost zero debris in the lake,” said Hansen, “It 
was just incredible to see so many boaters come out 
and enjoy Bull Shoals for a change.”

“We had over 30 people out just yesterday,” said John 
Miller, who’s been accessing K-Dock for 8-years, “That 
was probably the biggest crowd I’ve seen on this lake at 
one time.”

Many marina owners, especially those on Bull Shoals 
took a big financial hit last summer. Miller says it 
hurts and not just financially.

“It’s frustrating. Not so much being on a dock, but 
it’s frustrating..we’ve just known Scott and Judy for so 
many years. It’s frustrating to see their business get 
affected by it,” said Miller.

“We’re anticipating it to be a very, very busy summer, 
compared to last summer,” Hansen said.

Hansen says he’s looking forward to riding this wave 
of lower lake levels all the way out to Labor Day.  

Dead Zone Expected to Last for 
Decades

Source: Trade Only Today

A University of Iowa study shows that nitrogen pollu-
tion flowing out of the state contributed an addition-
al 47 percent to Gulf of Mexico dead zones, spiking to 
618 million pounds in 2016.

Chris Jones, a research engineer at the University of 
Iowa’s Institute of Hydraulic Research Hydroscience 
and Engineering Center, who authored the study, told 
the Des Moines Register that the state hasn’t made 
progress over the past 20 years in terms of nitrogen.

“Despite the investment of large amounts of money in re-
cent years to improve water quality, the area of last year’s 
dead zone was 8,500 square miles,” Kimberly Van Meter, 
lead author of a separate study and a postdoctoral fellow 
at Canada’s University of Waterloo, told USA Today.

That study found that even if the runoff were com-
pletely eliminated, it would still take at least 30 years 
for the area to fully recover.

Scientists said that in order to come close to achieving 
a reduced target dead zone of 1,900 square miles by 
2050, it would be necessary to bring nitrogen levels to 
zero — a scenario that the authors say is “not only con-
sidered unrealistic, but also inherently unsustainable.”

Though many of news reports cite the impact of 
the dead zones on the seafood industry, callers to 
WBUR’s On Point radio hour discussed the impact on 
recreational fishing and boating.

A caller from Sarasota, Fla., said the red tide there was 
so bad it deterred people from fishing and boating.

“What is the economic impact on fisheries in the 
Gulf?” asked host Harry Smith during the show.

Florida was hit particularly hard during the summer 
of 2016, as reported by Soundings Trade Only.

Operators at Central Marine and Outboards Only, 
both on the north side of the St. Lucie River, told 
Trade Only that 2016 was the worst year they’d ever 
seen. A thick mat of algae clogged engine intakes, 
and the smell sickened employees.

The National Marine Manufacturers Associa-
tion launched a Boating United campaign last week, 
calling on industry stakeholders to tell lawmakers to 
authorize Everglades Reservoir restoration provisions 
in the Water Resources Development Act of 2018.

The project is intended to restore the flow of wa-
ter from the north part of the state to Florida Bay 
through the Everglades, reducing the amount of wa-
ter impounded in Lake Okeechobee and filtering out 
bloom-causing nutrients.

This fix has been idling along for nearly two decades 
— mostly for lack of money and political will to make 
it a priority — at the state and federal levels.

In June, the U.S. House of Representatives passed the 
Water Resources Development Act, with favorable Ever-
glades provisions and additional industry objectives. The 
full Senate is expected to vote on the bill in the coming 
weeks. The NMMA is urging members to take action. 

Industry News continued on Page 6

https://www.tradeonlytoday.com/industry-news/dead-zone-expected-to-last-for-decades?utm_source=trade-enewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=textlink&utm_campaign=enewsletter
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/money/agriculture/2018/06/22/iowa-water-pollution-gulf-mexico-dead-zone-nitrogren-missouri-mississippi-river-quality-nirtate/697370002/
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/money/agriculture/2018/06/22/iowa-water-pollution-gulf-mexico-dead-zone-nitrogren-missouri-mississippi-river-quality-nirtate/697370002/
http://www.wbur.org/onpoint/2018/07/16/iowa-water-pollution
http://www.wbur.org/onpoint/2018/07/16/iowa-water-pollution
https://www.tradeonlytoday.com/industry-news/the-great-stink-on-florida-waters
https://www.tradeonlytoday.com/industry-news/nmma-pushes-for-everglades-restoration
https://www.votervoice.net/NMMA/campaigns/60028/respond


6

Industry News continued from Page 5

Small Businesses Are Upbeat, But 
Tariff Fallout is a Threat

By Joyce Rosenberg, Associated Press

Small business owners remain generally optimistic, two 
recent reports show, but economists say the escalating 
trade disputes between the U.S. and its biggest trading 
partners could turn their upbeat attitude around.

A survey of business brokers showed that small com-
panies have remained hot commodities as buyers seek 
to go into business or expand their current enterprises. 
And they’re willing to pay more for a healthy company. 

The number of small businesses sold during the sec-
ond quarter rose 6.7 percent from a year earlier, and 
the median sales price was up 4.4 percent, according 
to the survey by BizBuySell.com, an online marketplace 
for small companies. The median revenue of the 2,705 
businesses sold during the quarter was up 7.4 percent.

Meanwhile, a survey of National Federation of Inde-
pendent Business members showed their optimism 

remained high during June despite dips in expec-
tations for sales and profits. The advocacy group’s 
monthly index of small business optimism fell 0.6 
point to 107.2; in May the index had hit its second-
highest level ever, 107.8.

But small businesses, importers and exporters, have 
started feeling the impact of President Donald Trump’s 
aggressive trade policies. Trump’s tariffs of as much as 
25 percent are driving up the costs of imports many 
companies need and have prompted China, European 
countries, Mexico and China to respond with their own 
taxes. The retaliatory tariffs are making it harder for 
some U.S. companies to sell products including food, 
alcoholic beverages, appliances and boats overseas.

This is your year to speak up. Start now.

And last week Trump threatened to impose more tariffs 
on thousands of Chinese products including fish, apples 
and burglar alarms. China responded with threats of its 
own, but didn’t specify what U.S. goods it would target.

The rising trade tensions are discouraging many small 
businesses from expanding, says Kent Jones, an eco-

Industry News continued on Page 7

http://innovativepanel.com
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Industry News continued from Page 6

nomics professor at Babson College.

“You don’t want to invest if you’re not sure if the busi-
ness is going to be there six months or five years from 
now,” Jones says.

Any hesitation could stifle small business hiring, 
which has showed signs of slowing in recent months. 
Payroll company ADP reported 29,000 new jobs at its 
small business customers in June, the second straight 
month that companies with 49 or fewer employees 
cut back on new jobs.

The Institute for Supply Management, a trade group of 
corporate purchasing executives, found in its June sur-
vey that its members “are overwhelmingly concerned 
about how tariff related activity is and will continue to 
affect their business,” according to Timothy Fiore, head 
of the committee that conducts the monthly survey.

Business groups including the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce and the National Association of Manufactur-
ers, whose members include small businesses, also 
say the escalating trade dispute will hurt U.S. compa-
nies and workers.

US Interior Secretary Hosts First 
Outdoor Recreation Meeting

Source: Trade Only Today

The first meeting of the U.S. Department of Interior’s 
Recreation Committee took place on July 17. Correct 
Craft CEO Bill Yeargin and Bass Pro Shops Founder 
Johnny Morris represented the boating industry in 
the gathering of outdoor recreation experts.

Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke chaired the meeting 
and presented a plan to reorganize the Department 
of Interior. If the plan is implemented, it would be the 
first time in 150 years that the department has been 
substantially changed. A subcommittee was formed 
and tasked with providing input and suggestions to 
the full board about potential changes.

Other points of discussion included how technology 
could improve the national park experience and how 
private-public partnerships could improve the national 
parks’ infrastructure. There were also discussions about 

access, an important issue for the boating industry. Sub-
committees were formed around each of these topics.

Yeargin, Vice Chairman of the full committee, will be 
working with all subcommittees on their topics. “We 
had a great meeting with Secretary Zinke and other 
Interior Department officials to discuss ways of pro-
moting outdoor recreation in the U.S.,” Yeargin told 
Trade Only Today. “I was honored to be elected Vice 
Chair of this Committee and look forward to working 
with Secretary Zinke and his team as we work togeth-
er to modernize our national facilities and provide re-
sponsible access to our national lands.”

Zinke Proclaims “Recreation is Back,” 
Enlists New Advisory Committee to Help!

Source: I-GO Information for the Great Outdoors, 
Outdoor Recreation Roundtable

Outdoor recreation is taking center stage at the U.S. 
Department of the Interior.  Secretary Ryan Zinke re-
cently proclaimed that “Recreation is Back” in a video 
(view it here) and is now enlisting a new “Made in 
America” Outdoor Recreation Advisory Committee to 
assist that effort.  The 16-member panel meets tomor-
row, July 17.  Its top recreation and tourism industry 
leaders will discuss innovative ways to help visitors ac-
cess, enjoy and conserve our public lands and waters. 
  
Secretary Zinke will open the meeting.  Rick May, Se-
nior National Advisor on Recreation and an ex offi-
cio member of the committee, will explain Secretarial 
Orders 3365 and 3366 – which established the Se-
nior National Advisor position and directed Interior 
bureaus to create plans to reduce barriers to and to 
expand recreational opportunities on public lands 
and waters.  Other key Interior leaders including NPS 
Deputy Director Dan Smith will outline proposed 
changes which will elevate recreation operations. 
  
The committee will discuss additional important topics:  

• departmental reorganization and opportunities 
for recreation;

• technology and the outdoors;
• infrastructure improvements;
• public-private partnerships;
• fair, efficient and convenient fee collection, and 

more. 
Industry News continued on Page 9

https://www.tradeonlytoday.com/industry-news/us-interior-secretary-hosts-first-outdoor-recreation-meeting?utm_source=trade-enewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=morelink&utm_campaign=enewsletter
https://funoutdoors.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c73f685a6202936dbb75fe27e&id=e00861ffed&e=98bb5289e5
https://funoutdoors.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c73f685a6202936dbb75fe27e&id=35bc4eb171&e=98bb5289e5
https://funoutdoors.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c73f685a6202936dbb75fe27e&id=081e582920&e=98bb5289e5
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Put our network 
to work for you.

Enroll today!
To learn more about the AMI/

UPS Freight Savings Program, 

please contact the UPS Freight 

Association Team.

p. 866.443.9303

e. upsfreightassociations@ups.com

AMI has teamed up with UPS Freight® to offer the AMI/UPS 

Freight Savings Program, a member benefit program designed to 

help you work smarter, not harder.

Whether you’re shipping materials to a trade show, across the 

border or just down the road, the AMI/UPS Freight Savings 

Program can help you save on all your LTL freight shipments, 

large or small.

Ready to take the next step? Sign up today to put the power of 

our worldwide network to work for you!

mailto:upsfreightassociations@ups.com
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Industry News continued from Page 7

More information on the Advisory Committee – in-
cluding its members – is here.

FEMA Announces New Fire Funding 
Assistance 

Source: Federal Emergency Management Agency

Last month, Hazard Mitigation Assistance (HMA) an-
nounced Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) 
Post Fire funding assistance, an expedited and flex-
ible means for communities to recover and protect 
themselves from wildfires or other natural disasters.

HMGP Post Fire funding assistance is a temporary por-
tion of HMA’s larger Hazard Mitigation Grant Program. 
One main difference is that HMGP requires a Presiden-
tial declared disaster to apply for funding assistance, 
but HMGP Post Fire requires the more quickly obtained 
federal Fire Mitigation Assistance declaration. This ac-
celerates funding awards and quickly allows wildfire-
affected communities to begin recovering.

Another feature of HMGP Post Fire is that if an affect-
ed area recovers before its grant is received, the state 
or other funding recipients may retain the funds and 
use them for any mitigation project types including 
future wildfire projects such as early warning systems. 

HMGP Post Fire also offers its parent program’s 
pre-calculated benefits. For a mitigation grant to 
be awarded, FEMA requires a Benefit Cost Analysis 
demonstrating that the future benefits of a project 
will equal or exceed its initial costs. Pre-calculating 
benefits is an established formula that can quickly 
determine if a post-wildfire project is cost effective, 
thereby expediting the grant application process.

Read more about HMGP Post Fire benefits and guidelines.

Army Corps Approves Plan That Aims 
to Reduce Florida Algae Blooms

Source: Trade Only Today

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers approved a plan 
to create a reservoir south of Lake Okeechobee to 
reduce toxic discharges, clearing a path for Congress 

to include funding for the project in the Water Re-
sources and Development Act.

The approval came a day before the Corps began re-
leasing polluted water from the lake to remove stress 
from the aging levee.

U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson, D-Fla., called the Corps’ ap-
proval of the reservoir project good news in the fight 
against algae blooms, according to TC Palm.

“The Army Corps just approved the EAA reservoir 
project that will help clean more water from Lake 
Okeechobee and send it south, instead of east and 
west,” Nelson said on Twitter. “Now with Corps’ OK, 
we can work to get this project approved by Con-
gress this year.”

The House approved the WRDA bill in June, with a 
placeholder for the reservoir pending Corps approv-
al, which means the project can be added to the bill, 
according to TC Palm.

WRDA is pending Senate approval. Because its version 
of the bill also has a placeholder for the reservoir, that 
language must be replaced with the actual authoriza-
tion prior to a vote, which is expected later this month.

The National Marine Manufacturers Association is 
asking stakeholders to reach out to members of Con-
gress to request approval of the project.

The Army Corps’ decision to begin releasing polluted 
water has residents on both coasts concerned about 
a possible repeat of 2016’s toxic algae blooms, ac-
cording to a story in the Miami Herald.

“The Corps is attempting to avoid exacerbating the 
problem by repeating a strategy from 2016 — re-
leasing the water in small batches over the next two 
weeks to simulate rainfall events,” the Herald story 
stated. “The idea is that the technique limits the usual 
impacts of the influx of nutrient-dense water — mas-
sive, stinky algae blooms that kill fish and wreck tour-
ism — by allowing in salt water to kill the algae.

“Moving around the nutrient-dense lake water, fouled 
by runoff from septic tanks, ranches and sugar farms, is 
something like a game of hot potato,” the newspaper said.

https://funoutdoors.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c73f685a6202936dbb75fe27e&id=1cb8d44296&e=98bb5289e5
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwNzE2LjkyNTc2MjQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDcxNi45MjU3NjI0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NTMxMTg1JmVtYWlsaWQ9d2xhcmltZXJAbWFyaW5hYXNzb2NpYXRpb24ub3JnJnVzZXJpZD13bGFyaW1lckBtYXJpbmFhc3NvY2lhdGlvbi5vcmcmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&103&&&https://www.fema.gov/hazard-mitigation-grant-program-post-fire
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwNzE2LjkyNTc2MjQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDcxNi45MjU3NjI0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NTMxMTg1JmVtYWlsaWQ9d2xhcmltZXJAbWFyaW5hYXNzb2NpYXRpb24ub3JnJnVzZXJpZD13bGFyaW1lckBtYXJpbmFhc3NvY2lhdGlvbi5vcmcmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&103&&&https://www.fema.gov/hazard-mitigation-grant-program-post-fire
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwNzE2LjkyNTc2MjQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDcxNi45MjU3NjI0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NTMxMTg1JmVtYWlsaWQ9d2xhcmltZXJAbWFyaW5hYXNzb2NpYXRpb24ub3JnJnVzZXJpZD13bGFyaW1lckBtYXJpbmFhc3NvY2lhdGlvbi5vcmcmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&104&&&https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/images/166291
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwNzE2LjkyNTc2MjQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDcxNi45MjU3NjI0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NTMxMTg1JmVtYWlsaWQ9d2xhcmltZXJAbWFyaW5hYXNzb2NpYXRpb24ub3JnJnVzZXJpZD13bGFyaW1lckBtYXJpbmFhc3NvY2lhdGlvbi5vcmcmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&105&&&https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/images/166088
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwNzE2LjkyNTc2MjQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDcxNi45MjU3NjI0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NTMxMTg1JmVtYWlsaWQ9d2xhcmltZXJAbWFyaW5hYXNzb2NpYXRpb24ub3JnJnVzZXJpZD13bGFyaW1lckBtYXJpbmFhc3NvY2lhdGlvbi5vcmcmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&106&&&https://www.fema.gov/hazard-mitigation-grant-program-post-fire
https://www.tcpalm.com/story/news/local/indian-river-lagoon/politics/2018/07/11/army-corps-approves-reservoir-cut-discharges-what-happens-now/775924002/
https://twitter.com/SenBillNelson/status/1017097436915957762?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1017097436915957762&ref_url=https://www.tcpalm.com/story/news/local/indian-river-lagoon/politics/2018/07/11/army-corps-approves-reservoir-cut-discharges-what-happens-now/775924002/
http://www.nmma.org/press/article/22095
http://www.nmma.org/press/article/22095
https://www.votervoice.net/NMMA/campaigns/60028/respond
https://www.votervoice.net/NMMA/campaigns/60028/respond
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Become a Certified Marina Manager (CMM) 
or Certified Marina Operator (CMO)

CMM/CMO
Certified Marina Managers (CMM) and Certified Marina Operators (CMO) are marina professionals who have 
completed an extensive training and certification process through the globally recognized International Marina 
Institute (IMI) and embrace the continuance of education and training for themselves and those who work within 
the marina industry.

How do I become a CMM or CMO?
Step 1

Attend the Intermediate Marina Management Course (IMM). This 
course focuses on marina operations, policies, and procedures. Marina-man-
agement pros offer their expert thinking about business issues and challenges 
throughout the industry.   

Topics include marina-law risk and liabilities, fire and emergency-response 
planning, environmental management, health and safety compliance, and 
personal self improvement skills

*Must have one year of marina management experience to attend.

Step 2

Attend the Advance Marina Management Course (AMM). Through small 
groups, interactive workshops, and specific case studies, the AMM course 
examines such topics as profit-center management, regulations and permit-
ting, operations, marina law, human resource management, risk management 
and loss control, improving the quality and value of services, policy and 
procedure manuals, business strategy and financial management, marketing, 
promotion, and pricing.

The AMM offers its graduates a national and international business perspec-
tive on management issues, and a long-term network of international con-
tacts to rely on in the future.  

*Must have three years of marina management experience and attended
IMM Course.

IMM Course
November 4-8, 2018

 Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Apply Here  

AMM Course
 Jacksonville, Florida
 December 9-14, 2018

Apply Here

Step 3

Upon completion of the IMM and AMM courses you then apply for the 
certification that you qualify for, CMM or CMO.

https://marinaassociation.org/courses
https://marinaassociation.org/courses
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Clean Marina & 
Environmental News

At 'Beach Office Hours' Stop in 
Narragansett, RI Governor Announces 
State Commitment to 'Tackle Plastics'

Governor’s Executive Order Takes Aim at Plastic Pol-
lution by Establishing Task Force to Recommend Best 
Approaches to Avoiding Unnecessary Use of Dispos-
ables, Preventing Waste, and Increasing Recycling

Governor Gina M. Raimondo today signed an Exec-
utive Order aimed to reduce reliance on single-use 
plastics that often end up in Rhode Island’s waters. 
The Tackling Plastics Executive Order targets single-
use disposables such as shopping bags, bottles, cups 
and straws - along with items like six-pack rings and 

balloons - that become unsightly, dangerous and all-
too-familiar litter on land and in coastal waters. The 
Governor signed the Executive Order at the pavilion 
at Scarborough State Beach during her Summer Of-
fice Hours at the beach.

“We must commit to a more sustainable future. Since 
I’ve been Governor, we’ve taken tremendous steps 
to protect our environment and preserve our state’s 
natural beauty. I believe that if we work together, we 
can end our reliance on single-use plastics and en-
sure a greener future for our kids,” said Governor Rai-
mondo. “Through this Executive Order and the estab-
lishment of the Task Force to Tackle Plastics, we will 
collaborate with all stakeholders - environmental ad-

Clean Marina & Environmental News continued on Page 12

http://www.surveyadvantage.com
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Clean Marina & Environmental News continued from Page 11

vocates, industry, large retailers and small businesses, 
communities, municipalities, the General Assembly 
and state agencies - and innovate for sustainable so-
lutions, technologies, and alternatives to enable con-
sumers and businesses to change their behavior.”

The Executive Order specifically creates a task force 
that will:

1. Encourage the financial and market factors 
needed to support reducing and recycling plas-
tics; 

2. Develop non-regulatory recognition and in-
centive programs, potential legislation and/or 
regulations and other measures to eliminate 
the sources of plastic pollution; 

3. Support and build on the new Zero Plastics Ini-
tiative with the Rhode Island Marine Trades As-
sociation (RIMTA) and on the state’s existing, 
successful recycling programs; and 

4. Educate Rhode Islanders on the importance of 
and means to reducing and recycling plastics.

The Governor will appoint chairs and members later 
this summer. The task force will provide recommen-
dations to the Governor early next year.

“As a Rhode Islander whose family enjoys the sun and 
surf at Roger Wheeler State Beach on most summer 

weekends, Governor Raimondo knows and appreci-
ates how critical it is that we confront the crisis of 
plastic pollution head-on,” said DEM Director Janet 
Coit. “DEM stands ready to guide the Task Force to 
Tackle Plastics to reduce land litter and marine debris, 
protect our coastlines and promote stewardship of 
our one and only planet.”

“We will never be able to recycle our way out of our 
plastic pollution problem, no matter how hard we 
try,” said Johnathan Berard, Rhode Island State Direc-
tor for Clean Water Action. “And single-item bans like 
those we see on plastic bags and straws are a good 
start, but what we really need to do is take a com-
prehensive, source-reduction approach to address 
the problems associated with single-use plastics and 
packaging. This is the only way we will be able to 
keep plastics from polluting our neighborhoods, wa-
terways, and Narragansett Bay.”

In May, Rhode Island became the first state in the 
country to sign the United Nations-led Clean Seas 
Pledge, which Raimondo announced during the Vol-
vo Ocean Race stopover at Fort Adams State Park in 
Newport. At the same time, Raimondo announced the 
Zero Plastics Initiative, a voluntary effort between the 
Department of Environmental Management (DEM), 
RIMTA, and marina operators to keep plastics out of 
Narragansett Bay and off ocean coastlines. Cove Ha-

Clean Marina & Environmental News continued on Page 13

We offer
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• True Cost (Interchange) Plus Pricing
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• Free Online Reporting

• Next-Day Funding
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Why PCS?  
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services; we integrate our products and 
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Clean Marina & Environmental News continued from Page 12

ven Marina in Barrington last week became the first 
marina in the state to complete the 10 pollution-pre-
vention action steps needed to be certified by DEM 
as a “Zero Plastics Marina Partner.” Also, DEM con-
tinues to partner with RIMTA, 11th Hour Racing, the 
Rhode Island Resource Recovery Corporation and RI 
Sea Grant on a pilot boat recycling program for aban-
doned or old fiberglass boats.

Resource Recovery has worked to combat contami-
nation in the state’s mixed recycling stream, which 
recently reached an all-time high. Launched in July 
of 2017, Resource Recovery’s Let’s recycle RIght? 
public awareness campaign spurred an over-the-
year decrease of 18% in tons of recycling rejected by 
the quasi-public agency’s materials recycling facility 
in Johnston. The Solid Waste Association of North 
America will recognize Resource Recovery with an 
excellence award next month in Nashville.

The Governor met with more than a dozen environ-
mental activists and leaders in her office earlier today 
to discuss additional steps the state can take to pro-
tect Rhode Island’s natural resources, coastline and 
waters.

To see the Executive Order visit: https://www.ri.gov/
press/view/33739

Poralu Marine Reports Rapid Sales of 
Seabins Floating Waste Collectors

Source: Marina Dock Age

Poralu Marine has sold 150 of its Seabins floating 
waste collectors during its pre-sales campaign. More 
than 50 sites throughout Europe now use Seabins in-

cluding the cities of Paris, Marseilles and Venice. The 
company’s goal is to sell 400 units in its second year.

Seabins, designed by Australian start-up Seabin Proj-
ect, are intended for use in harbors, marinas, rivers 
and lakes to recover any micro-waste larger than two 
millimeters. Poralu plans to open the Asia and Ocea-
nia markets in the coming weeks.

Laurent Gasiglia, managing director of Poralu Ma-
rine, said the company is producing the Seabins in its 
workshops in Port, in the Ain Department of France. 
“This choice represents a fundamental development 
for the Poralu Marine group, increasingly positioned 
for the provision of new solutions to environmental 
challenges,” Gasiglia said.

Maryland Certifies 149th Clean Marina 

Source: Marina Dock Age

Nabbs Creek Marina in Glen Burnie, Maryland, has 
met all the environmental regulatory requirements 
and voluntary criteria to be certified as a Maryland 
Clean Marina. The marina was particularly noticed 
for its comingled recycling and new signs outlining 
dozens of ways boaters can prevent pollution while 
on-board.

Boatyards, marinas and yacht clubs participating in 
the Clean Marina program are evaluated on areas 
such emergency preparedness, stormwater manage-
ment and waste containment and disposal. To pass, a 
facility must score between 75 to 85 percent in each 
area by implementing best practices found in the 
Maryland Clean Marina guidebook. Each Clean Ma-
rina is re-inspected every three years to ensure con-
tinued compliance. This certification brings the total 
number in the state to 149.

https://www.ri.gov/press/view/33739
https://www.ri.gov/press/view/33739
http://www.marinadockage.com/poralu-marine-reports-rapid-sales-seabins-floating-waste-collectors/
http://www.poralumarine.fr/
http://seabinproject.com/
http://seabinproject.com/
http://www.marinadockage.com/maryland-certifies-149th-clean-marina/
http://nabbscreekmarina.com/
http://dnr.maryland.gov/boating/Pages/cleanmarina/cleanmarinas.aspx
http://dnr.maryland.gov/boating/Pages/cleanmarina/cleanmarinas.aspx
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With hurricane season upon us, we want YOU to know 
how to stay clear of boat and property damage!   

In 2013, the Association of Marina Industries (AMI) and the Boat Owners 
Association of The United States (BoatUS) teamed up to offer a series of three 
pre-recorded, online webinars. These previously run webinars came out of the need 
for information in the wake of Hurricane Sandy and geared towards marine facility 
operators and others interested in learning about how to secure boats to avoid 
damage in future storms. 

The first in the series, "Sandy Overview: What 
We've Learned," will look at what made Hurricane 
Sandy so destructive and the types of damage it 
caused to boats and to marinas, and share some 
survival stories. It will also try to answer the 
question: Was hauling boats, as BoatUS has long 
advocated, the right answer this time? 

The second webinar, "Securing Boats on Land," will focus 
on the challenges of securing boats inside storage 
structures as well as outside on the hard, and discuss 
some potential solutions and best practices. 

The last webinar in the series, "Securing Boats in the Water," 
will look at the challenges presented by various dock structures 
such as fixed or floating docks and moorings, and also look at 
solutions and best practices.  

 
 You can order the pre-recorded webinars to view at anytime. 
Order one or order all three. They are available for purchase by 

completing the Fax/Email order form. Once your order is completed you will receive 
an email with directions on how to access the webinars. See AMI's website and click 
on the online training tab for more information.  

 

 $15 each for AMI Members 
 $30/$50/$75 for 1/2/3 webinars for Non-Members 

https://marinaassociation.org/sites/default/files/BOATUS%20Webinar%20ORDER%20FORM%20WRITABLE.pdf
https://marinaassociation.org/
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     Legislation &
          Partnerships

Hurricane season is off to a start, so far we have only seen 
three named storms, with only Subtropical Storm Alberto 
making landfall in the continental U.S. in May. With the 
peak of the season still ahead it is a good time to refresh 
yourself on hurricane best management practices. 

2017 was the costliest hurricane season on record, 
with $282.16 billion in damages. Three major storms 
impacted coastlines from Texas to Puerto Rico. Rains 
from Hurricane Harvey left the Houston area of Texas 
flooded for days. Hurricane Maria made landfall on 
the southern coast of Puerto Rico, leaving the island’s 
electrical grid in tatters. The island has still not recov-
ered. Hyperactive years like 2017 are relatively un-
common and many years can go by without a major 

hurricane making land fall in any given location along 
the Gulf and Southeast United States coasts. 

Just look at Florida, the most active U.S. state in re-
gards to hurricane landfall, had not seen a major 
hurricane make land fall since 2005 with Hurricane 
Wilma, when Irma made land fall last year.

June 1st is the official start of hurricane season, so I am 
aware a preview is slightly late. However, with three 
months left, of the official season, there will be more hur-
ricanes to come. Late August and September is the sea-
son’s peak. Initial projections released in April, called for 
an “above average” season. This projection was similar 
to 2017. In late May, forecasts were lowered to an “aver-
age season”. In this case average means as compared to 
historical record and 11 – 17 names storms, five to nine 
becoming hurricanes with two to four major hurricanes. 

With the peak of the season still left, there is time to brush 
up on your marinas hurricane preparedness strategy. If 
your marina has a hurricane preparedness plan then fan-
tastic, remember to dust it off and look it over before you 
are forced to. Read through your plan and compare it to 
the available resources to see if there are any areas for 
improvement. Here you can find resources from BoatUS 
and/or check out AMI and BoatUS’s three part webinar 
series on lessons learned from Hurricane Sandy.

As the season progresses, AMI will be hosting three 
webinars covering various topics. The hurricane we-
binar season officially kicks off August 1st, 2018. Dan 
Brown, Senior Hurricane Specialist with the National 
Hurricane Center will speak on hurricane forecasting 
and the tools you can use to predict the impact on 
your facility. For more on that see here.

On October 29-30, 2018 AMI will host a Hurricane Pre-
paredness and Recovery Mini Conference and Study Tour 
in Miami, FL. The event is designed to prepare marina 
operators and the marinas they manage for the week 
before a hurricane is forecasted and for what to do af-
ter. Ten industry experts will share their knowledge and 
experience. For more information visit AMI’s event page.

By Eric Kretsch

DOCKS SHOULD CREATE MORE FUN, 
NOT MORE WORK.

The Brock Dock system makes installation and maintenance a snap:
• Easy fastening with clip strip
• Single board replacement
• 100% vinyl – no painting, staining or sealing required
• High color retention, minimal fading
• Great traction, even with wet rubber soles
• Low heat retention

Our national network of distributors is ready to help with design, 
installation and service.  

Visit WestechBP.com for more 
information or call 866.423.2385

LIFE ON THE WATER 
      has never been EASIER.

A WESTLAKE CHEMICAL COMPANY

https://www.boatus.com/hurricanes/YCMarinasPrep.asp
https://marinaassociation.org/store_category.asp?id=3
https://marinaassociation.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=8%2F1%2F18&eventid=33
https://marinaassociation.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=10%2F29%2F18&eventid=32
http://www.westechBP.com
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Around The World
Marina Industry Healthy Down Under

Source: Trade Only Today

A survey measuring marina activity in Australia shows 
that the sector has experienced growth in multiple 
ways over the last six years.

The 2017 Club Marine Health of the Australian Ma-
rina Industry Survey was released yesterday. It was 
carried out by the Recreation Marine Research Center 
at Michigan State University for the Marina Industries 
Association in Sydney.

Ed Mahoney, who oversaw the study, said that 44 
percent of Australia’s 320 marinas participated in the 
latest survey, which started in 2013. “The 120-page 
report is one of the most, if not the most, scientific 
and practically relevant marina surveys conducted 

anywhere in the world,” Mahoney said in a statement. 
“About 25 percent of the known Australian marinas 
completed all three surveys over a six-year period, 
and this provides the rare capacity to compare vari-
ous performance measures over time.”

MIA chairman Andrew Chapman said the survey has 
been a key platform in MIA’s long-term strategy to 
support the sustainable development of its marina 
industry.
The key takeaways from the six-year study show 
steady demand for boat storage, workforce growth 
and infrastructure investments. Specific details in-
clude:

• Steady demand for marina boat storage with 
national storage occupancy at 85 percent.

• 38 percent of marinas have summer waiting 
lists for berth spaces.

• 
• 3 percent increase in supply to approximately 

70,000 spaces.
• Supply of 24-plus-meter plus berths grew 17 

percent over this period.
• Marina gross revenues were up significantly, in-

creasing 32 percent to $3.2 million.
• For the 2016-17 period, capital expenditure 

was on average $850,000 per marina.
• Average marina payroll has increased 33 per-

cent over the six-year period.
• Exceptional growth of 96 percent over six years 

in the number of contactors employed at ma-
rinas.

MIA executive officer Colin Bransgrove says the 
study shows the importance of marinas as employ-
ment hubs and gathering places in local communi-
ties. Bransgrove noted a 30 percent increase in the 
number of marinas providing social or recreational 
programs for the general public. Investment in en-
vironmental protection has also more than doubled.

“These trends reflect the industry’s growing role as 
providers of community recreational, social and envi-
ronmental services and leadership,” Bransgrove said 
in the statement.

You’re Number One!
At BoatU.S., you’ll find boating experts with the answers you 
need when you call. Our knowledgeable Underwriters not only 
find the perfect coverage for your boat and boating lifestyle, 
we’ll work with you to help find ways to save on your premium. 
And, as a Berkshire Hathaway company, you can be sure 
BoatU.S. will be here each and every time you need us. 

“So often in this day and age, 
customer service representatives 
are indifferent in their dealings 
with clients over the phone. I was 
extremely satisfied with the helpful 
and courteous way my insurance 
inquiry was handled and want to 
thank you for having people of 
this caliber available for your 
insurance customers.” 
                        —Bruce Fournier,  
   Bradenton, FL

Policies Subject to Limits and Exclusions

For a fast, free quote call 1-800-283-2883 
or apply online at BoatUS.com

With BoatU.S. Insurance, 
You’re Not Just A Number...

BoatU.S. Member Bruce Fournier aboard 
“G’Day” on the Braden River in Florida.

Association of Marina Industries.indd   1 1/9/09   4:30:41 PM

https://www.tradeonlytoday.com/dealers/marina-industry-healthy-down-under
https://images.saymedia-content.com/.image/cs_srgb/MTU2OTEzNjk2OTY1MTQxOTY1/mia-media-release----independent-marina-research-points-to-strong-business-growth.pdf
http://www.boatus.com
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News From Washington
  

NMMA Applauds Approval of Modern 
Fish Act Provisions in the U.S. House 

of Representatives

Yesterday, the U.S. House of Representatives passed 
H.R. 200, a bipartisan bill that includes the Modern-
izing Recreational Fisheries Management Act of 2017 
(Modern Fish Act). This historic vote marks the first 
time the priorities of the recreational fishing sector 
were included in the reauthorization of our nation’s 
primary marine fisheries law – the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management Act – a top 
issue for the marine industry that NMMA and their 
coalition partners in the recreational fishing commu-
nity have spearheaded.

NMMA’s President, Thom Dammrich, stated, “We ap-
plaud the U.S. House of Representatives for approv-
ing commonsense legislation modernizing the fed-
eral fisheries management system, which will provide 

America’s recreational anglers and boaters reason-
able and responsible access to public marine resourc-
es. The bipartisan passage of the Modern Fish Act in 
the House is a reminder of the broad support that 
this legislation enjoys. After all, over 650,000 Ameri-
can jobs and 35,000 marine businesses are supported 
by the uniquely American-made recreational boating 
industry – effective federal fisheries management is 
vital to our manufacturers’ success.”

Dammrich continued, “The recreational boating indus-
try calls on the U.S. Senate to pick up the baton, and 
immediately take up and pass S.1520, the Modernizing 
Recreational Fisheries Management Act of 2017 (Mod-
ern Fish Act). Millions of Americans are counting on it.”

“Marine recreational fishing is not a partisan issue, 
which was illustrated by the support H.R. 200 received 
from both parties today in the House,” said Jeff An-

News from Washington continued on Page 18
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gers, president of the Center for Sportfishing Policy. 
“We owe great thanks to Chairman Rob Bishop, Con-
gressmen Don Young, Garret Graves, Gene Green 
and Marc Veasey for working together to properly 
recognize recreational fishing within the Magnuson-
Stevens Act. These bipartisan leaders have made the 
difference for anglers from coast to coast.”

The provisions of the Modern Fish Act (H.R. 2023) 
were included in H.R. 200 by the House Committee 
on Natural Resources on December 13, 2017. H.R. 200 
was sponsored by Congressman Don Young (R-AK-
At-large) and cosponsored by Representatives Garret 
Graves (R-LA-06); Brian Babin (R-TX-36); Clay Higgins 
(R-LA-03); Gene Green (D-TX-29); Robert Wittman 
(R-VA-01); Lee Zeldin (R-NY-01); Glenn Grothman (R-
WI-06); Steve King (R-IA-04); Marc Veasey (D-TX-33); 
Jeff Duncan (R-SC-03); and Austin Scott (R-GA-08).

NMMA will remain engaged on the issue and provide 
updates as the Senate takes up their version of the 
Modern Fish Act. For more information, please contact 

NMMA Senior Vice President of Government and Le-
gal Affairs, Nicole Vasilaros at nvasilaros@nmma.org or 
NMMA Director of Political Engagement and Advocacy, 
Erica Crocker at 202-737-9776 or ecrocker@nmma.org.

NMMA Warns Against New Section 
301 Tariffs on Marine Products

On Tuesday, the Trump Administration released an 
expanded list of Section 301 tariffs of 10% on $200 
billion in Chinese goods – which includes marine parts, 
boats, and trailer tires. These tariffs are in addition to 
the nearly 300 marine products contained on the ad-
ministration’s initial list that went into effect on July 6.

In response, NMMA’s President, Thom Dammrich, 
stated, “Most agree that cracking down on China for 
stealing American intellectual property is important 
and long overdue, and we commend President Trump 
for his steadfast commitment to ensuring American 
made industries, including the recreational boating 
industry, get a fair shake. But the administration’s 

News from Washington continued from Page 17

News from Washington continued on Page 19
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News from Washington continued from Page 18

decision to expand their Section 301 list of Chinese 
products receiving tariffs – including additional ma-
rine products – misses the mark of the intended ob-
jective. This action only moves our countries further 
away from resolving a rapidly escalating trade war.”

Dammrich continued, “Tariffs will not stop China from 
stealing our intellectual property. The administration 
should bring China to the table to negotiate a fair 
and free bilateral trade agreement. American jobs 
and businesses are at risk if we remain on this path.”

The expanded list of products facing Section 301 tar-
iffs is available here.

NMMA will remain engaged on this issue and provide 
regular updates. For more information, please con-
tact NMMA Senior Vice President of Government and 
Legal Affairs, Nicole Vasilaros at nvasilaros@nmma.
org or NMMA Director of Federal Affairs, Lance West 
at lwest@nmma.org.

Twenty-Five Percent Tariff on Select 
Boat Parts Now In Effect

On Friday, the Trump Administration implemented 
the first phase of Section 301 tariffs on approximate-
ly $34 billion worth of Chinese products – including 
marine engines, navigational equipment, and com-
ponents. The tariffs are in response to China’s alleged 
theft of U.S. intellectual property and could be ex-
panded to a total of $50 billion or more.

Regarding the new tariffs, NMMA’s President, Thom 
Dammrich, stated, “On one hand, we’re happy to see 
the Trump administration is committed to cracking 
down on China for stealing U.S. intellectual property—
including our members’ inventions. But on the other 
hand, putting a 25 percent tariff on $34 billion in prod-
ucts used by American manufacturers is the wrong so-
lution. Not surprisingly, with China fighting back and 
officially kicking off yet another trade war, recreational 
boating is being uniquely targeted because of our sta-
tus as a true American-made industry.”

Dammrich continued, “As a result of the administration’s 
decision to move forward with its Section 301 tariffs, 
nearly 300 commonly used marine related products will 
immediately cost 25 percent more. 

There is no way to simply weather the storm and see 
how this shakes out as the cost of doing business for our 
members has instantly increased. For some products, the 
additional cost to marine manufacturers will be in the 
thousands of dollars, resulting in employment changes, 
canceled expansion plans, and halted growth. We are 
having a hard time understanding why the President is 
choosing tariffs when they are directly putting millions 
of American jobs on the line, including the 650,000 sup-
ported by the U.S. recreational boating industry.

“To top it off, a trade war does nothing to address 
the real problem—intellectual property theft. Instead 
of following in the footsteps of previous administra-
tions and bringing on economic turmoil from tariffs, 
we need President Trump to get creative and negoti-
ate substantive trade agreements that truly benefit 
American businesses, consumers, and workers.”

NMMA is continuing to be loud on this issue and is 
addressing the industry’s concerns head on. For more 
information, please contact NMMA Senior Vice Presi-
dent of Government and Legal Affairs, Nicole Vasi-
laros at nvasilaros@nmma.org or NMMA Director of 
Federal Affairs, Lance West at lwest@nmma.org.

Canada’s Ten Percent Retaliatory Tariffs 
on U.S. Boats In Effect as of July 1

On Sunday, the Government of Canada began imple-
menting its counter retaliatory tariffs against U.S. prod-
ucts entering Canada, which includes a 10% tariff on rec-
reational boats entering Canada from the United States.

It has been an intense few weeks in the recreational boat-
ing industry. NMMA advocacy staff on both sides of our 
border have been working around-the-clock to commu-
nicate to both the U.S. and Canadian governments that 
tariffs between our two countries do nothing to protect 
jobs or our economies. We have released numerous 
statements and spoken with many media outlets includ-
ing the CBC, Globe & Mail and New York Times in Cana-
da as well as the Wall Street Journal, Associated Press and 
BBC News in the U.S. to name just a few.

NMMA Canada President, Sara Anghel noted, “All of 
our collective advocacy and media relations efforts, in 
addition to the advocacy conducted by manufacturers, 
dealers, marine trade associations, and other stake-
holders, helped ensure our voice was heard by the 

News from Washington continued on Page 20
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News from Washington continued from Page 19

Canadian government. Unfortunately, this trade war 
is bigger than the recreational boating industry. The 
Government of Canada feels it must hit the U.S. hard 
in the hopes that President Trump will back down on 
aluminum and steel tariffs. Rest assured that NMMA 
and our MTA partners will not stop fighting this cause.”

NMMA Canada will return to Ottawa to request a 
grace period for boats and will ask for compensation 
for Canadian businesses.

For more information on the Canadian tariffs please 
contact Anghel at sanghel@nmma.org. NMMA’s Se-
nior Vice President of Government and Legal Affairs, 
Nicole Vasilaros is also a resource at nvasilaros@
nmma.org. Please visit NMMA’s trade center on 
nmma.org for fact sheets, a webinar and more HERE.
 

NMMA Highlights Progress on 
Infrastructure Priorities Since 

Memorial Day

Over the past few weeks, several of the recreational 
boating industry’s key infrastructure priorities have 

advanced at the federal and state levels. NMMA has 
put infrastructure at the forefront of their work and 
will continue these efforts as the summer boating 
season ratchets up.

In early June, the U.S. House of Representatives passed 
the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 2018 
by a vote of 408-2. The bill authorizes important proj-
ects within the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Further-
more, the legislation includes regulatory reforms to 
accelerate project delivery, additional considerations 
for recreational boating in certain project determina-
tions, important Everglades restoration provisions, and 
efforts to combat Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS).

In the lead-up to consideration of WRDA, NMMA 
educated many key Members of Congress and their 
staffs regarding the industry’s objectives in the bill.

Everglades restoration remains a top issue for the in-
dustry. Last week, the U.S. Senate passed legislation 
that contains two amendments from Senator Marco 
Rubio (FL-R), which ensure restoration plans continue 
to be implemented.

News from Washington continued on Page 21

mailto:sanghel@nmma.org
mailto:nvasilaros@nmma.org
mailto:nvasilaros@nmma.org
http://www.nmma.org
http://www.nmma.org/government/issues/trade
http://www.marinaassociation.org/AMIsurveys


21

News from Washington continued from Page 20

Sen. Rubio’s first amendment clarifies Congress’s 
commitment to increase freshwater flows to the Ev-
erglades under the Comprehensive Everglades Res-
toration Plan (CERP) and authorizes an even split of 
federal-state cost share for the restoration projects. 
Rubio’s second amendment would guarantee that 
any Lake Okeechobee discharges to the Caloosa-
hatchee River or the St. Lucie River are conducted in 
pulses, unless there is a threat to the integrity of the 
Herbert Hoover Dike.

In April, NMMA organized a joint letter and a fly-
in uring Congressional action to protect this critically 
vital ecosystem.

As a testament to its importance, FOX News featured 
a story on revamping Lake Okeechobee’s levee sys-
tem on June 25, which is available here: http://video.
foxnews.com/v/5801670267001/?#sp=show-clips 

NMMA also participated in the first meeting of the 
Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force (ANSTF) since its 
charter was reinstated earlier this year. ANSTF is the 
only federally-mandated intergovernmental advisory 
committee solely dedicated to preventing and con-
trolling aquatic nuisance species.

During the meeting, ANSTF began working on a five-
year strategic plan to update an earlier version that 
expired in 2017. This strategic plan is scheduled for 
release in 2019, and will include goals for preven-
tion, early detection and rapid response, control and 
restoration, coordination and funding, research, out-
reach, and education.

Additionally, ANSTF officially approved the aquatic 
nuisance State Management Plan for Nevada. There 
are currently 44 state management plans and three 
interstate management plans throughout the country 
that tackle aquatic nuisance species.

NMMA will remain engaged in these important is-
sues as they progress. If you have questions or would 
like more information, please contact NMMA’s Senior 
Vice President of Government & Legal Affairs, Nicole 
Vasilaros at nvasilaros@nmma.org, NMMA’s Director 
of Federal Government Affairs, Mike Pasko at mpas-
ko@nmma.org, or NMMA’s Director of State Govern-
ment Relations, Libby Yranski at lyranski@nmma.org.

NMMA Spearheads New Efforts to 
Combat Asian Carp

NMMA is redoubling their efforts in the fight against 
Asian carp infiltrating the Great Lakes – one of the 
aquatic invasive species (AIS) that the organization 
works to prevent from damaging native ecosystems.
 
Last week, NMMA held meetings with key Congressio-
nal offices and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (US-
ACE) regarding the status of the Brandon Road Study, 
a report evaluating options to prevent the spread of 
AIS from the Mississippi River Basin into the Great 
Lakes Basin. David Slikkers, S2 Yachts Inc’s Director of 
Government Relations, also participated in the meet-
ings. Both parties pressed for the study’s completion 
and urged Congress and USACE to move forward with 
plans to protect the Great Lakes from Asian carp.
 
In 2017, an Asian carp was found in the Little Calumet 
River just nine miles outside of Lake Michigan. If Asian 
carp were to infiltrate Lake Michigan, it would be det-
rimental to the boating industry and local economy. 
 
Additionally, NMMA recently joined the Great Lakes 
Partnership to Block Asian Carp – a diverse coalition 
created to prevent invasive carp from entering the 
Great Lakes. The partnership is united in its support 
of the USACE’s tentatively selected plan at Brandon 
Road Lock & Dam in Joliet, IL, which serves as the 
most effective proposal yet developed to prevent the 
spread of Asian carp into the Great Lakes.
 
NMMA remains committed to addressing this issue and 
will provide updates with the latest developments. For 
more information, please contact NMMA’s Director of 
Federal Government Affairs, Mike Pasko at mpasko@
nmma.org, or NMMA’s Director of State Government 
Affairs, Libby Yranski at lyranski@nmma.org. 

Take Action: Include Everglades 
Restoration Provisions in Water Bill

NMMA launched a Boating United campaign on 
Tuesday, calling on all industry stakeholders to tell 
Congress and the administration to authorize criti-
cal Everglades Reservoir restoration provisions in the 
Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 2018. 
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This four hour marina industry introduction course is geared 
towards those individuals, with little or no marina experience, 
looking to get into the industry by way of an advancement op-
portunity, career shift, or an interest in purchasing or developing 
a marina.

The Marina 101 course is made up of 9 individual presentations, 
created and presented by Carl F. Wolf, CMM CMI and former 
President of the International Marina Institute. The presenta-
tions will give you an insight preview of the various aspects in the 
operations of a marina. Presentations include day-to-day and 
seasonal operations, maintenance, emergency preparedness, long-
term planning, financial reports, and the various roles of a marina 
manager.

Registration Fees:
AMI Member Price: $250.00 
Non-member Price: $299.00

The International Marina Institute (IMI) is offering a one day 
Marina & Boatyard Study Tour in the Tampa area leading into the 
International Boatbuilders’ Exhibition and Conference (IBEX). 
This Study Tour will visit five properties in and around Tampa, 
Florida.

Registration fee includes transportation and tours of 5 marinas, 
lunch, facilitated discussion, and a copy of the group SWOT 
(Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats) Analysis. 
The tour will leave from the Tampa Convention Center.

Study Tour Properties to be Visited:

Registration Fees:
AMI Member Price: $599.00
Non-Member Price: $ 699.00

Marina 101: 
“Walk the Docks- First Impressions”

September 30, 2018

Tampa Area 
Marina & Boatyard Study Tour

October 1, 2018

• Marina 101 •
• Marina & Boatyard Study Tour •

• IBEX •

Please note that you must register for IBEX (which has no fee to walk the exhibit hall floor) in order to register for our IBEX 
Super Sessions.
WE RECOMMEND: Attend the Marina 101 course prior to the Tampa Marina & Boatyard Study Tour to arm yourself with 
enough industry knowledge to walk the docks of the Study Tour facilities and see things from a brand new perspective, from 
the eyes of a marina manager. Attendees will see first-hand how some of the best run facilities in the Tampa area get it done.

• Twin Dolphin Marina
• Riviera Dunes Marina
• Maximo Marina & Boatyard

• Antigua Cove at Little Harbor
• Village Marina at Little Harbor

Register Here

https://marinaassociation.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=10%2F1%2F18&eventid=30
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Click here to take action: https://www.votervoice.net/
NMMA/campaigns/60028/respond 
 
With toxic blue-green algae already forming on Flor-
ida’s coasts, it’s imperative that Congress and the 
administration move quickly. Everglades restoration 
and increasing the southerly flow of water from cen-
tral Florida to Florida Bay remain top issues for the 
recreational boating industry. The Everglades system 
is a key ecological and environmental source of water 
and recreation for nearly 1 million Florida boaters.
 
Back in June, the U.S. House of Representatives passed 
WRDA with favorable Everglades provisions and ad-
ditional industry objectives. Earlier this year, the U.S. 
Senate Environment and Public Works Committee ap-
proved WRDA with similar Everglades language – the 
full Senate is expected to vote on the bill in the coming 
weeks. The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) 
approved the restoration project on Tuesday, and now 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers can finalize its report, 
which will clear the way for the Senate to include it in 
the upcoming water infrastructure bill.
 
Prior to both chambers’ actions, NMMA educated 
many key Members of Congress and their staff re-
garding the industry’s Everglades priorities. NMMA 
also recently called on OMB to approve the project 
and are pleased they followed through.
 
More work is needed to secure final project approval. 
Take action and tell your elected officials to authorize 
Everglades restoration provisions now: https://www.
votervoice.net/NMMA/campaigns/60028/respond 
 
For more information, please contact NMMA’s Se-
nior Vice President of Government & Legal Affairs, 
Nicole Vasilaros at nvasilaros@nmma.org or NMMA’s 
Director of Federal Government Affairs, Mike Pasko at 
mpasko@nmma.org.  

Congressional Climate Update

By Jason Ortega (Lobbyit)

In the month of June, Lobbyit worked with the AMI 
team to craft a new strategy that we could present to 
the legislative committee.

The beginning of the month saw Republicans in Con-
gress taking a poll to determine what their fall agenda 
should look like. The expectation being that they were 
on track to have available time in the legislative calen-
dar to pursue some priorities. However, throughout the 
month it quickly became clear that this is not the case.

Quite possibly the biggest earthquake came near the 
end of the month with Justice Kennedy’s retirement. 
This has mobilized the Republican and Democratic 
base and promised that the coming months will be 
full of fireworks. Democrats are going to try every 
trick in the parliamentary book to delay a vote on the 
nominee and this means that we can anticipate only 
the highest priority and must-pass bills will get votes.

There was also chatter regarding a new Obamacare 
repeal plan that is spearheaded by the Heritage Foun-
dation. However, this plan does not seem to have the 
support necessary to see the light of day. Particularly 
because they don’t have the ability to pass a repeal 
through reconciliation with a simple majority of the 
vote, meaning they will need Democratic support for 
anything proposed.

Additional details have also come out about a tax cut 
2.0 package that Congress, led by Representative Brady 
(R-TX), is currently hashing out. These would include 
multiple mini packages that would seek to get ‘home 
run’ issues before Republicans. Issues that every mem-
ber of the caucus could vote for. Among the list of is-
sues is education and making tax extenders permanent.

As part of our strategy reassessment, our team is working 
to ensure that our engagement is reflective of the needs 
of the membership. This includes potentially increasing 
our communications with affiliates and establishing lines 
of communication with the Army Corps who often has 
direct oversight over the issues that are concerning to 
AMI members. We are also monitoring the roll out of an 
infrastructure package framework that is coming in July. 
There isn’t an expectation that any infrastructure bill will 
pass this year but the framework will serve as the starting 
point for future negotiations in the next session. 

Additionally, we’ve worked to expand our relation-
ships to offices that oversight over issues that con-
cern us, including meeting with the ranking member 
on the Small Business Committee, Senator Cardin. His 
staffer will be a great contact going forward as we 
work to increase AMI’s visibility.

https://www.votervoice.net/NMMA/campaigns/60028/respond
https://www.votervoice.net/NMMA/campaigns/60028/respond
http://nmma.net/assets/cabinets/Cabinet519/CEPP%20PACR%20OMB%20Letter%20Final.pdf
https://www.votervoice.net/NMMA/campaigns/60028/respond
https://www.votervoice.net/NMMA/campaigns/60028/respond
mailto:mpasko@nmma.org
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Kayce Cashill-Florio
International Marina and Boatyard Conference (IMBC)

(401) 682-7334
imbc@marinaassociation.org

Eric Kretsch
Legislative and Outreach Coordinator

(202) 350-9623
ekretsch@marinaassociation.org

Merritt Alves
International Marina Institute (IMI)

Education & Training Programs
(401) 247-0314

imitraining@marinaassociation.org

Merritt Alves
AMI Membership Coordinator

Phone: (866) 367-6622
Fax: (401) 247-0074

malves@marinaassociation.org

AMI
50 Water Street

Warren, RI 02885
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